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Through Him Semester Review
Previously on TOKG, I mean Etoonin’, I spoke 
about how God had blessed me with travel to 
Denver, San Diego and Dallas. Previously to that, 
I spoke about how God had blessed me with travel 
to Alaska. Previous to that, I spoke about how God 
had blessed me with travel to TeXas. All the travel 
tickets were 100% free to me.

This time, God has blessed me with a few additional 
things. Most notably is a new girlfriend. She is the 
most amazing gift God has ever given me besides 
salvation. I will talk about her later. God also 
blessed me with a move to Gardner, MA. I was 
scared as heck to do it but I did and I am loving it.  
I love Gardner. It is where my school, Mt. Wachusett 
Community College, is. I can now walk to school in 
40 minutes instead of drive 40 minutes from my old 
place. Because of this close proximity to school, I 
missed only 1 class this semester as opposed to 11 
classes last spring. I declared bankruptcy too. I now 
own about $3000 worth of things and that is it.

Anyway, I also attended Mt. Wachusett in the 
fall. The point of this Etoonin’ is to share and 
showcase my work. It was a very hard semester. 
In the middle of it I got socked with a 6 week long 
depression. And when I say depression, I mean I 
was crying every day. I prayed out to God so loud 
and I asked many people to pray for me. And God 
decided to rescue me and He did. In just the final  
2 weeks of school, I did 6 weeks worth of work, 
and I expect all A’s. The most amazing part, to me, 
was that my new girlfriend stuck through it all with 
me.  I had only known her about 6 weeks when 
the depression began. She stuck with me. I was 
able to have a thriving, loving relationship while 
completely depressed. God is so good, and so is she.

I started my job search for May 2011 when I 
graduate. I will get a job and continue freelance 
work. My company will be called “All for the Lord 
Graphic Design.” It will thrive. God has blessed me 
so much. Enjoy the work He has done through me.
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http://www.allfortheLord.com
http://www.callawayphoto.com
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Christmas Card I designed for 
Connecting Point Church.
www.connectingpointchurch.org

http://www.connectingpointchurch.org
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Kid’s Club Cards
I designed these cards, to 
mimic baseball cards, for my 
friend who hosts and teaches 
Kid’s Club, a safe place for 
young children to make 
good friends and learn about 
God together. I got paid 
$15 for each. Plus my friend 
listened to me talk each time 
I called while depressed. Win-
win scenario for me, anyway. 
My friend is so amazing 
with these kids. They are so 
interested in learning about 
God. They’ll grow up right.

www.connectingpointchurch.org

http://www.connectingpointchurch.org
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In the spring, I created an illustration for class about Anchorage, Alaska.

Then when I was in Alaska, Ginger took this photo of the same city view.
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Publication Design – CGD102
I designed a magazine concept called STOUT that gently 
encourages obese people with health tips and exercise ideas. 
I used a photo of my friends from Alaska on the front cover.
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When I presented this final design in class, after all the critique and 
applause, I told everyone in the class how I had designed almost this 
whole thing while clinically depressed. It felt very good to say that.
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I also designed this brochure in just 5 hours. 
We had to design a complex fold brochure, 
so I did one with a pop out top. This was for 
another great friend’s business, a man who 
listened to me and supported me for many 
years while at Raytheon. He makes turned 
ornaments as a hobby. Give him business!

www.thedovetailjoint.com

http://www.thedovetailjoint.com
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Advanced Digital Imaging – CGD204
Panoramic from the 3rd floor porch at my house. Stitched from 3 photos.

DVD Jacket Design: I designed this DVD Jacket for the real movie Letters to 
God about a boy with cancer. I finished when I started getting depressed 
and then did no more homework for the class for about a month.
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Ho’okomo Inn Website
Designed in Photoshop, 
this web site advertises the 
fictitious inn where I will 
spend my honeymoon in 
Hawaii. In Native Hawaiian, 
Ho’okomo means, “Enter, 
come in.” This also took about  
5 hours + corrections.
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Digital Photo Art – CGD205
Digital Photo Art was just another class I took to learn more about 
Photoshop. We learned all types of tips and techniques. The above is called 
a “Mandala.” It represents hidden archetypal information and is present in 
nature and people with schizophrenia. It is basically a repeated circular 
pattern. This one I did using a photo of a tulip.
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Mariela
Trying to get funky with it, I did a Mandala using a photograph of my  
3 month old niece which is on my brother’s Christmas card. You might not 
believe it from looking at this photo, but she is really only 3 months old, 
and she was not wearing any lipstick. You can do fun things in Photoshop.
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Trees
Believe it or not, this Mandala was created entirely using only photos of 
trees. You can see the green leaves. Two photos were used: one for the 
foreground and one for the background. Both photos were taken at a 
close friend’s House Blessing Ceremony around the time of sunset.
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Warhol Technique

Abstract Art

Warhol
I am a Christian. You’ve all seen the 
bumper sticker, “Lord, save me from your 
followers.” Words well said sometimes as 
Christians can be the most judgmental 
when they are supposed to just love. All 
I knew about Andy Warhol before doing 
this project was what his art looks like 
and what I learned from a movie called 
I Shot Andy Warhol, which portrayed 
many drug abusing parties. I didn’t want 
to do an “Andy Warhol.” I told my teacher 
Warhol fans were drug users. She said 
that was a stereotype and I thought, 
“You know, she’s right!”  Like how the 
Protestants stereotype the Mormons.  
I enjoyed doing the Warhol, actually.

Abstract
Because I complained so much about 
the Warhol, my teacher told me to do 
“Abstract Art” for the second part of the 
assignment. So I created this image of 
my girlfriend. I had only known her for  
3 weeks and so I checked to make sure 
it was okay with her. It was so much 
fun doing this. I used two images from 
our hike of Mt. Watatic and another 
from the Blessing Ceremony to create 
this. I posted it on my private blog with 
a teaser email saying, “See what my 
girlfriend looks like.” Knowing I did not 
have permission yet to post her photo. 
She is indistinguishable above. I laughed 
about it. I’m so clever sometimes.
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Scrapbook Project
After my depression, which lasted 6 weeks, I had about two weeks left of 
school to catch up on 6 weeks worth of work. I pushed this puppy out the 
door in just 5 hours the day before all homework was completely due. It 
was just so much fun and I can’t believe how novel and well it turned out.
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Surreal Project
Sometimes I just love that God turns me on to such good ideas and then  
I just have to execute them. It is like a done deal which happened with 
this piece of art. I will leave it to your imagination what is going on here.
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Smoke
These two were simple tutorials I did.  
I point them out because I researched 
them myself. The above added smoke to 
a candle. I wasn’t satisfied, but it wasn’t 
worth more than 15 minutes on it.

Symmetrical Abstraction
This tutorial was really cool. And the 
above art only took 5 minutes to create. 
I had always wondered how to do stuff 
like that, and turns out it is really simple. 
I really enjoyed this class a lot.

Digital Photography - PHO115
Digital Photography was my favorite class. I used a Canon SLR Digital Rebel 
XT camera. It is basically an amateur professional camera. I bought  the 
camera body from a Christian friend before I traveled to Denver. He sold it 
to me $50 cheaper than his asking price and let me give him a post dated 
check. My Mom gave me a lens. I dropped some dumb class I eventually 
have to take and registered for Digital Photography instead. My family 
thought I was really foolish buying a $200 camera when I was declaring 
bankruptcy, and it caused some friction, but it was a really good idea. Not 
only did I capture excellent photos of Colorado, San Diego and Dallas, but 
I took excellent photos in my class, which was totally my favorite one.
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Chairs
We had a certain number of assignments, and we could pass in up to 
eight photos. The professor graded us on the two that he thought were 
the best. Our first assignment was to photograph chairs to teach us how 
to use a camera to take a boring subject and make it interesting. I don’t 
know which he thought were best, but I’ll show 2 for each assignment.

Shapes & Angles
For this assignment we just had to photograph things with shapes and 
angles in them. The above two the professor liked best. The right photo 
is a picture of a metal playground slide. I did this assignment with a new 
friend I made in class. We walked around Gardner and just took photos of 
things. He is a Hawaiian Native. That’s where I am going on my honeymoon.
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Product Shots
Product shots are an important part of advertising and photography. We 
learned that simple product shots like those above can simply be taken 
on a cloudy day with them sitting on a sloped white piece of paperboard.

What God can do
I’m not going to lecture you about Jesus. No one really listens to that. I am 
writing in this space because I didn’t have art for it. I looked over all that 
is in this issue and it is a lot. And I look back and think, “I created all that?” 
You just don’t know how it feels to be depressed. It seems like nothing is 
possible. Every day is sad and I cried every day. But somehow, despite all 
that, I produced all this fabulous artwork you see here. I know Jesus lives 
in me, because I know I could not do that. The semester had two weeks 
left and I had so much school work to do. And also, I had this new girlfriend 
and I was just watching as my dreams to get a career and support her 
eroded as day after day I remained depressed. I thought I would drop out. 
But, all the work got done and I got to keep this girlfriend. And, I mean, 
she is a fabulous girlfriend! I just can not say that it is me doing this. It has 
to be Jesus. It has got to be. There is no other explanation for it. I can’t do 
all that I did on these pages in just two weeks. God is blessing me.
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Long Exposures / Night Shots
This was one of the most fun assignments of the class. The basic gist 
is that you walk around at night and photograph things using shutter 
speeds from 1 second up to 30 seconds. Although not shown here, you 
could take photos of city streets and get streaking car brake lights in your 
photo as the car would not be exposed in any one position long enough 
to develop. One night before I became depressed, me and my Hawaiian 
buddy drove into Boston with my Mother’s tripod and just photographed 
things. The above are the results. I got a 94% on this assignment.

The best part was just hanging around with my buddy. I had just started 
dating my girlfriend so we both spoke about relationships and what they 
are like (he’s been married about 5 years). I helped him with photography, 
he helped me with relationships. It was a very nice trade off. He was so 
cold, and it was only October. Those Hawaiians! I didn’t need a jacket.
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Twins
Although it looks hard to create, the concept is very simple. You simply 
take a camera and mount it on a tripod or steady support. Then you use 
the timer to take photos of yourself in various positions and various dress 
doing various things. The background remains the same, so you just cut 
and paste the images of yourself together to form one photo.

This assignment was, without a doubt, the most fun I had the whole 
semester. God gave me the idea as I was waking up one morning, and I 
just knew I could execute. So I bought a candle, borrowed some glasses, 
and made myself a plate of spaghetti, complete with sauce and Parmesan 
cheese. In one hour I had some photos and in another I had merged 
them in Photoshop. I took it to class and when the projector warmed up 
showing this image everyone laughed. I got a 91% on this assignment. I 
worked my hardest on this assignment, and I thought it deserved more.
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Color Scheme / Song Title
For this assignment you could either take photos of things and paste a 
song title on them, or you could take photos of things that had roughly 
85% of the same color on them. This assignment was the least fun for 
me. I was highly depressed. I just walked around snapping photos of 
things with no rhyme or reason. The above lock was just some lock on a 
suggestion box at Dunn Pond. I only took a picture of it because it was 
very vibrantly colored. The photo of the Pond itself is probably not even 
85% brown. I got a 92% on this assignment.

My best work, what I put the most effort into, what I had the most fun 
doing, was worth 1% less than my worst work. I was so upset. I argued 
with the teacher to increase my Twins grade. I even told him how I had 
just walked around snapping photos of things for the other assignment. 
He said, “I don’t want to hear that.” That’s not the first time a professor has 
told me that either. I showed my Publication Design teacher a mock up of 
my brochure and she started critiquing like crazy and I said, “I just want to 
get this thing done, you know?”

I just love how I am so honest. It may get me into trouble once in a while, 
but it is very rewarding in these situations. Anyway, so I couldn’t convince 
my Photography professor to give a better grade. I followed him down to 
the cafe and while he was paying for his coffee I said, “How about you pay 
for mine as a conciliatory prize?” That didn’t work either.



Optional Portrait Photo
So this is Jordan. Isn’t she beautiful? She is beautiful inside and out. I am 
so pleased with her looks and her Godly character. I am just not going to 
find a better woman. Sometimes I can’t believe how God has blessed me.

Anyway, so we were allowed to take portrait photos to substitute for any 
one of our regular assignments. So I decided to try and better my 91% for 
the Twins grade. Actually, I would have done this assignment no matter 
what because Photography class was so much fun. The professor took us 
down to the studio one night and set up lights and a background and told 
us how to do it. So I reserved studio space one night and Jordan drove 
over and I photographed her 100 times. I learned a little too late that I 
should be telling her jokes to loosen her up. Anyway, the assignment did 
not help my grade, but it was really fun. The teacher, when showing the 
class my photos, gave tons of helpful tips about how to do it better. He also 
pointed out that there is a whole class on Portrait Photography so I could 
never have known all I needed to based on his one brief explanation. It 
was a little weird having my girlfriend’s photo discussed so objectively.
©2010 Etoonin’ Incorporated. All Rights Reserved. All photography, all artwork original Jim Bures art. There is no substitute for God.


