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The winds of
friendship that
blew 17 years
so far and keeps

going...

T he

New
Lake House

I drove down to North Carolina in 15 hours, to be greeted with the Southern Hospitality of
Matt & Kim and their large family. It was so nice to be waited upon. Matt cooked all the dinners and
breakfasts each day. I slept and ate as needed, free from any particular schedule. Matt took us all out on
the boat for tubing. It was fun! The older boys played Risk with us. That is sure a fun game. I thought
I was in a good position to win as we discussed ending the game. Matt humbled me saying, "Why
don't we all just declare Jim as the best player?" I knew he had me beat and acquiesced to ending the
game. Kim enjoyed walking in the new neighborhood. Kim is one of my two closest Christian advisers,
and like a sister to me. All of us went on an after dinner stroll in the neighborhood and met some new
neighbors, who promptly invited us in for an hour tour of their home. I'd had enough after 15 minutes.
I met Kim and Matt's Parents. Larry promptly invited me to stay over his house. So different than NE. «



NC/ VA
— 6 friends

Kim &  Matt,
Kevin & Andrea,
Roger, Martin,
Cousin Greg, |

Jeremy & Kristen.
13 days, $34.50/day
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Worth more than gold!
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I've lasted 1.10 years in
my current job, the
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So to sum up: I've had 33 jobs in
40 yrs. Once | made $35/hr with
$36,000 in debt. | lost my condo

and went bankrupt. )
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longest I've had since 2005.

| called in sick 14 times, but

covered for 4 shifts. | earned

23.% hrs of vacation time which
was paid out at

(T.C? the end of that
¢ year. If I'd used it
< N as vacation, I'd

have only taken
10 hrs unpaid.

www.jimbures.com

I bought my own 1995 A\ ¢
Toyota Corolla by waving £#°p
$1500 in cash in front of the v
buyer. | lost 80 Ibs. I paid for a
flight to Colorado, all expenses
paid, for a wedding. | have a

el nice 1 brapt. | eat
c very good organic
N food living within
my means.
[

www.DaveRamsey.com
www.WeightWatchers.com

a raise.

I have $2900 in savings. j ",

| feel safe.
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I have $10,750 in student Ppp that | live at peace !__'/
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a part-time job. | g | see my Dad,
won Employee of | 2|~ Mom,‘brothe.r
-~ the month, got a g c and nieces, sister
a good review and - and nephew all

the time. How my
nieces love me. My
\Gran ny turned 98.

www.AllfortheLord.com

And | thank my <4

Heavenly Father

for all this. He is my /5 !./
God!
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Perseverance pays
off. God delivers. He
humbles the proud
by raising up the

weak. Hang in there!

The cartoon above was the last cartoon in the first spiral bound publication of Toon in'...
as a book. Dan J. inspired the compilation of this book, and he bought five and a woman I'd
never met in Phoenix bought four copies. I tried to end on a good note, but life has been
pretty rough the last 2.5 years. My hope is to capitalize on my large volume of cartoons I have
already drawn. I really want out of the minimum wage jobs. I've drawn 1,000 so far in 18 years.
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